
Instructions No. (1) of 2018 for Equivalence of Non-Jordanian 

Certificates and Amendments Thereto 

Article 1: These instructions shall be called “Instructions No. (1) of 2018 for 

Equivalence of Non-Jordanian Certificates” and shall come into force from the 

date of their publication in the Official Gazette. 

Article 2: The following words and phrases, wherever stated in these instructions, 

shall have the meanings assigned to them below, unless the context otherwise 

implies: 

- Ministry: Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research. 

- Educational institution: The non-Jordanian, higher education institution, which 

grants a degree post Jordanian secondary education degree or the equivalent 

thereof. 

- Conventional education: An education system that is basically dependent on 

direct, face-to-face communication between students and teachers in the learning 

and education process within an educational institution and its facilities in a 

certain time and place. 

- Unconventional education: Education system that is dependent on various 

means of communication with the student, mainly interactive communication 

through technological communication means. This includes e-learning, remote 

learning, and open education, utilizing modern technical media, but does not 

include external learning. 

- Junior college degree: An academic degree that requires no less than two 

academic years of study post the Jordanian secondary education degree or its 

equivalent at an institute, community college, or university college. 

- First university degree: Bachelor's degree or the equivalent thereof. 

  



- Higher diploma: A certificate that requires no less than one year of study post a 

first university degree. 

- Second university degree: Master’s degree or the equivalent thereof. 

- Third university degree: PhD degree or the equivalent thereof. 

- Academic year: A year in which the study period is no less than eight months or 

two semesters, each of which is no less than 16 weeks long, or the equivalent 

courses or credit hours. 

- Regularity in education: The student’s actual enrolment in the educational 

institution and his/her residence for the required period in the country in which 

the institution is located, in conjunction with his/her studies in accordance with 

these instructions. 

- Committee: Non-Jordanian Certificates Equivalence Committee, set up pursuant 

to the provisions of the Regulation for the Recognition of Non-Jordanian Higher 

Education Institutions and the Equivalence of their Certificates No. (25) of 2010 

and the amendments thereto. 

- Equivalence document: The document issued by the Ministry that includes the 

Committee’s decision regarding the equivalence of the degree and indicates the 

education system and the manner in which the certificate has been obtained. 

- Certificate: A document granted by the educational institution proving that the 

bearer has successfully completed all the graduation requirements of a certain 

educational stage and has accordingly obtained an academic degree. 

- European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS): A European system 

for calculating cumulative GPAs with the aim of making the educational system 

uniform across Europe, in terms of the number of hours, and compatible with the 

Bologna process. 

- Credit hour: A unit of measurement for each course the a student must study 

during a semester or entire year, such that each course has an equivalent number 

of hours. The number of credit hours varies according to the college, university, or 

institute. 

  



- Residency in the country of study: Regularity and presence in the country of 

study for the period required to complete the requirements for obtaining an 

academic degree. 

- Training hour: A period of time that a trainee spends at the training or work 

place, determined by the educational institution. 

Article 3/a: The following conditions shall be met for the equivalence of academic 

degrees issued by educational institutions that offer conventional education: 

a/1: Duly fill-in the Equivalence Application Form and attach all the documents 

mentioned in the form to it. 

a/2: The educational institution shall be included in the list of education 

institutions recognized by the Ministry, issued by the Recognition Committee. 

a/3: The student shall have successfully obtained the Jordanian secondary 

education certificate or the equivalent thereof. The student shall also adhere to the 

branches of secondary education certificate defined in the admission criteria for 

Jordanian students in Jordanian universities, which are issued annually by the 

Higher Education Council, according to the branch of the secondary education and 

the year of completing it. The student’s GPA in the secondary education shall not 

be less than (80%) for the majors of medicine and dentistry, (75%) for the majors 

of pharmacy and doctor of pharmacy, (70%) for the majors of engineering, nursing, 

and veterinary, and (60%) for the rest of the majors. 

a/4: The degree shall be at the same level as similar academic degrees granted by 

Jordanian educational institutions, in terms of the number of credit hours or 

academic years. When issuing the equivalency, the education system applied in 

the higher educational institution that has granted the degree shall be taken into 

account, including the conditions for joining the educational institution, the study 

period for obtaining the degree, and the study plan under which the degree has 

been granted. 

a/d: Language of study: 1. The local language of the country shall be accredited as 

the language of the educational institution in the non-English speaking countries. 

  



2. The academic program shall be accredited if it is taught in a language other than 

the local language as a common program for both local and foreign students. The 

student shall in this case produce a document that certifies his/her proficiency in 

the local language of the country (of study) by the time of graduation, if it is not 

Arabic. 

3. The study program shall not be accredited if it is addressed to foreign students 

only. 

b. The following conditions shall be met for the equivalence of academic degrees 

issued by educational institutions that adopt the Bologna Process: 

1. For the equivalence of the first university degree: 

a. The student shall study the preparatory year (language year) and produce a 

separate certificate for that, if it is a precondition for admission. 

b. The number of years of study (excluding the preparatory year (language year)), 

if any, shall be as follows: 

- Medicine and doctor of pharmacy: Six years and (360) ECTS hours. 

- Dentistry and pharmacy: Five years and (30) ECTS hours. 

- For other majors, not less than three years of study and (180) ECTS hours. 

c. Producing a document that proves that the study has been conducted according 

to the Bologna Process or the transcripts indicate the number of ECTS hours. 

2. The following conditions shall be met for the equivalence of the second 

university degree: 

1. The study of a separate, preparatory year (language year) for those who have 

not studied it as part of the first university degree (Bachelor’s degree), if the 

admission requires so. 

b. Producing a document that proves that the study has been conducted according 

to the Bologna Process or the transcripts indicate the number of ECTS hours. 

  



c. The number of hours for the second university degree according to the Bologna 

Process shall be as follows: 

- If the student has obtained the first university degree (Bachelor’s degree) after 

three academic years and (180) ECTS hours, the second university degree may be 

equated if the student has obtained it after studying (90-120) ETCS hours. 

- If the student has obtained the first university degree (Bachelor’s degree) after 

four academic years and (240) ECTS hours, the second university degree may be 

equated if the student has obtained it after studying (60-90) ETCS hours. 

3. The following conditions shall be met for the equivalence of the third university 

degree: 

a. The study of a separate, preparatory year (language year) for those who have 

not studied it as part of the first or second university degree, if the admission 

requires so. 

b. The study of three academic years (at least) for the third university degree and 

producing a separate certificate to that effect. 

In all cases, the study certificates for the above-mentioned three degrees shall be 

separate from each other. 

c. The Committee shall consider the possibility of equating the academic degree if 

it has been studied through study programs that are common between two 

educational institutions or more, provided the following conditions are met: 

1. These study programs are recognized by the Ministry under common 

agreements between these educational institutions. 

2. The educational institutions are recognized by the Ministry. 

3. Residency for the purpose of studying is either split between the two countries 

or the entire residency is in one of the two countries, where the educational 

institutions are located. 

  



Article 4: The following conditions shall be met for the equivalence of the junior 

college degree: 

The student shall have achieved regularity in education for the period required to 

obtain this degree, post obtaining the Jordanian secondary education certificate or 

the equivalent thereof, for a minimum of two academic years and the number of 

years of study shall be stated in the equivalency document. 

Article 5: The conditions for the equivalence of the first university degree: 

1. Obtaining the Jordanian secondary education certificate or the equivalent 

thereof successfully prior to enrollment in the university, which allows enrolling 

in the major according to the students acceptance criteria issued by the Higher 

Education Council in the Ministry, pursuant to Clause (a/3) of Article (3) of these 

instructions. 

2. Regularity and residency in the country of study for the period required to 

obtain this degree from the educational institution, provided the study period is 

not less than three academic years. 

Article 6: To equate the first university degree for the student who has graduated 

from an educational institution other than the one in which he/she first enrolled, 

the student shall have studied in the educational institution, from which the 

student has graduated, at least (50%) of the study plan required to obtain the 

university degree. 

Article 7/a: The student who graduates from the Faculty of Medicine of an 

educational institution in which the study period is five years shall receive training 

for an additional year, in addition to the internship year, in a teaching hospital 

approved for this purpose by the competent authorities, whether inside or outside 

the Kingdom. The training shall be for three months in the following sections: 

1. Internal Medicine. 

2. Obstetrics and Gynecology. 

3. Surgery. 

4. Pediatrics.  



b. A student who graduates from the Faculty of Dentistry of an educational 

institution in which the study period is four years shall receive training for an 

additional year, in addition to the internship year, in a teaching hospital approved 

for this purpose by the competent authorities, whether inside or outside the 

Kingdom. The training shall include the following: 

1. Three months in each of the two sections: 

- Prosthodontics. 

- Conservative Treatment. 

2. Two months in the oral and maxillofacial surgery section. 

3. One month in each of the following sections: 

- Periodontics. 

- Orthodontics. 

- Pediatric Dentistry. 

- Oral Medicine and Diagnosis. 

c. The student who graduates from the Faculty of Pharmacy of an educational 

institution in which the study period is five years shall pass a training program 

that includes the training hours required for this degree, namely (1,440) training 

hours for (6 months), as is the case in the curriculum approved by Jordanian 

educational institutions and the Jordanian Pharmacists Association. The training 

shall take place in a teaching hospital approved for this purpose and/or 

pharmaceutical institutions. 

d. The internship year shall not be part of the training period that is stipulated in 

Clause (a) and Clause (b) of this article, according to the law, regulations, and 

instructions of the Jordan Medical Council. 

  



Article 8/a: The following conditions shall be met for the equivalence of the first 
university degree obtained from educational institutions for a student who has 
completed his/her studies at any of the community colleges or junior university institutes 
and colleges: 

1. The student shall have obtained the junior university degree after passing the general 
(comprehensive) test, provided the student achieves the required GPA for bridging in 
Jordanian educational institutions, defined in the admission criteria issued annually by 
the Higher Education Council for those who have completed their studies at a junior 
university college starting from the academic year 1985/1986. As for those who have 
graduated from Jordanian institutes or community colleges before this date, their grades 
shall be equated without requiring them to pass the comprehensive exam. 

2. The student’s non-Jordanian junior university degree shall be equated with the junior 
university degree. 

b. No credit hour taken by a student at any of the institute, community college, or junior 
university college may be counted in the following two cases: 

1. If any of the two conditions stipulated in Paragraph (a) of this article is not fulfilled. 

2. If they are subspecialty courses in medicine and dentistry. 

c. Students of community colleges in the USA are exempt from the provisions of 
Paragraph (a) and Paragraph (b) of Clause (2) of this article, provided they have obtained 

a first university degree from any of the American higher education institutes accredited 
in the USA or that adopt the American education system and are recognized by the 
Ministry. 

Article 9: Subject to the provisions of Article (8) of these instructions, the following 
conditions shall be met for the equivalence of the first university degree in educational 
institutions for students who have obtained a junior university degree: 

1. The student shall have completed at least 50% of the total credit hours to obtain the 
first university degree or the equivalent thereof from the educational institution in which 
the student has graduated. 

  



2. The total credit hours required to obtain the first university degree shall not be 

less than (120) credit hours or the equivalent thereof. 

3. In the case of engineering and applied engineering majors, the student shall 

have studied in any educational institution that is recognized by the Ministry for 

at least (60) credit hours of engineering and basic sciences subjects or their 

equivalent. 

Article 10: a. Conditions for the equivalence of a higher diploma: 

1. Prior first university degree. 

2. Regularity and residency in the country of study for at least one academic year 

of (8) months, which may be divided so that each residency period is not less than 

one full month that corresponds to the official working hours of the educational 

institution in which the student studies. 

b. Equivalence of a first-level Master's degree granted by educational institutions 

in Italy and France with a higher diploma degree. 

Article amendments:- This is how the article reads now after amending it 

according to the amended instructions No. (1) of 2019. The text of Clause (2) used 

to read as follows: 

2. Regularity and residency in the country of study for at least one academic year 

of (8) months, which may be divided so that each residency period is not less 

than four consecutive months that correspond to the official working hours of 

the educational institution in which the student studies. 

Article 11: Conditions for the equivalence of a second university degree: 

1. Prior first university degree. 

2. Regularity and residency in the country of study for at least one academic year 

of (8) months, which can be divided so that each residency period is not less than 

four consecutive months or a semester until the completion of the required 

residency period for the majors of medical and pharmaceutical sciences, applied 

(supporting) medical sciences, basic and pure sciences, engineering sciences, 

applied and technical sciences, and agricultural and veterinary sciences.  



3. Regularity and residency in the country of study for at least one academic year 
of (8) months for the rest of majors. The residency period may be divided so that 

each residency period is not less than one full month that corresponds to the 
official working hours of the educational institution in which the student studies. 
The residency period shall be distributed over the years of study as much as 

possible. 

4. Passing the university requirements for graduation, whether it be academic 
subjects, scientific research, a university thesis, a comprehensive exam, or all of 
them. 

5. The period of regularity required in Clause (2) and Clause (3) above may be 
calculated for students who are studying consecutively in a higher education 
institution, whose system allows the student to obtain a higher diploma and a 
second university degree, whether this period is during the student’s study for the 
higher diploma or the second university degree. Both degrees shall be equated 
with the second university degree. 

6. Notwithstanding the provisions of Clause (1) of this article, the Committee may 
equate the second university degree if the student obtains it without obtaining a 
separate, first university degree, in accordance with the rules of Jordanian 
educational institutions, in terms of level and total number of years or credit hours 
for both degrees (Bachelor’s and Master’s). Otherwise, the committee shall 
consider the possibility of equating the second university degree with the first 

university degree. 

Article amendment: This is how the article reads now after amending it 
according to the amended instructions No. (1) of 2019. The text of Clause (3) used 
to read as follows: 

3. Regularity and residence in the country of study for one academic year of (8) 
months for the rest of majors. The residency may be divided so that each period 
is not less than two consecutive months that correspond to the official working 
hours of the educational institution in which the student studies. The residency 
period shall be distributed over the years of study as much as possible. 

Article 12: a. Conditions for the equivalence of a third university degree: 

1. The following conditions shall be met for the equivalence of the third university 
degree, according to the academic system of the educational institution that grants 
the three university degrees; the first, second, and third degrees:  



a. Prior first university degree and fulfilling the conditions for its equivalence, in 
accordance with these instructions. 

b. Prior second university degree and fulfilling the conditions for its equivalence, 
in accordance with these instructions. 

c. The study period required to obtain the third university degree shall not be less 
than two academic years, post obtaining the second university degree. 

d. The degree shall be the highest academic degree in the education system of the 
country of study. 

e. Availability of the minimum regularity requirements required for the 
equivalence of the third university degree according to the following: 

1. Regularity and residency in the country of study for a period of two years. The 
residency period may be divided so that each period of residency is not less than 
four consecutive months or a semester until the completion of the required period 
of residency for the majors of medical and pharmaceutical sciences, applied 
medical sciences, basic and pure sciences, engineering sciences, applied and 
technical sciences, and agricultural and veterinary sciences. 

2. Regularity and residency in the country of study for a period of (8) months for 
the rest of majors. The residency period may be divided so that each period of 
residency is not less than one full month that corresponds to the official working 
hours of the educational institution in which the student studies. The residence 
period shall be distributed over the years of study as much as possible. 

2. The following conditions shall be met for the equivalence of a third university 
degree (PhD), according to the academic system of the educational institution that 
grants the two university degrees; the first and third degrees: 

a. Prior first university degree and fulfilling the conditions for its equivalence, in 
accordance with these instructions. 

b. The study period required to obtain the third university degree shall not be less 
than three academic years, post obtaining the second university degree. 

c. The degree shall be the highest academic degree in the education system of the 
country of study. 

d. Availability of the minimum regularity requirements required for the 
equivalence of the third university degree according to the following: 

  



1. Regularity and residency in the country of study for a period of at least three 

years. The residency period may be divided so that each period of residency is not 

less than four consecutive months or a semester until the completion of the 

required period of residency for the majors of medical and pharmaceutical 

sciences, applied (supporting) medical sciences, basic and pure sciences, 

engineering sciences, applied and technical sciences, and agricultural and 

veterinary sciences. 

2. Regularity and residency in the country of study for period of at least (16) 

months for the rest of majors. The residency period may be divided so that each 

period of residence is not less than one full month that corresponds to the official 

working hours of the educational institution in which the student studies. The 

residency period shall be distributed over the years of study as much as possible. 

3. The following conditions shall be met for the equivalence of a third university 

degree of medicine and dentistry granted by the educational institutions in any of 

the former Soviet Union republics as follows: 

a. Prior first university degree of medicine or dentistry. 

b. Prior second degree in medicine or dentistry or prior certificate of (Ordinatura) 

or its equivalent after studying for at least two years and then obtaining the 

(Esperantura) after studying for at least three years, provided regularity is 

achieved throughout the period of study in both of them. 

Article amendment: This is how the article reads now after amending it 

according to the amended instructions No. (1) of 2019. The text of clauses used 

to read as follows: 

2. e. Regularity and residency in the country of study for one academic year of 

(8) months for the rest of majors. The residency period may be divided so that 

each period is not less than two consecutive months that corresponds to the 

official working hours of the educational institution in which the student 

studies. The residency period shall be distributed over the years of study as 

much as possible. 

2. d. Regularity and residency in the country of study for at least two academic 

year of (16) months for the rest of majors. The residency period may be divided 

so that each period is not less than two consecutive months   



that corresponds to the official working hours of the educational institution in 

which the student studies. The residency period shall be distributed over the 

years of study as much as possible. 

Article 13: The following conditions shall be met for the equivalence of certificates 

granted by educational institutions that provide unconventional education: 

1. The educational institution granting the certificate shall be recognized by the 

Ministry. 

2. The study programs offered by the educational institution shall be accredited 

by the international or regional accreditation bodies recognized by the Ministry. 

3. Certificates issued by educational institutions that provide unconventional 

education in the following majors shall not be equated: medicine, dentistry, 

pharmacy, nursing, medical laboratories, veterinary, applied or supporting 

natural sciences, engineering, basic sciences (physics, chemistry, biology ...), and 

other sciences that require laboratories and practical application. 

4. Subjects for which a specific academic degree has been obtained shall not be 

counted towards a higher academic degree. 

5. The Committee may consider equating the academic degree if the study has 

been conducted through study programs that are common between two 

educational institutions or more, provided such programs are accredited 

according to common agreements between these educational institutions. 

Article 14: General provisions for equating non-Jordanian certificates: 

1. The applicant shall submit an equivalence application that satisfies all the 

conditions, using the form approved by the Committee, and supported by original 

documents. 

2. The majors of medicine and dentistry shall be considered integrated study 

programs and it is not permissible to count study subjects or academic years from 

other specializations for the purpose of completing studies to obtain a first 

university degree  



in any of them, unless the study subjects are from scientific specializations related 
to the specializations of medicine and dentistry and offered by an educational 

institution recognized by the Ministry. 

3. The Committee shall decide the major of the equivalence applicant based on 
what is stated in the certificate, certification of graduation, study courses 
manuscripts, thesis, official document, or all of them, duly attested and issued by 
the educational institution and prove that the applicant has successfully passed all 
the graduation requirements. 

4. The Committee may postpone considering the equivalence applications until 
the Committee obtains additional documents or for further consideration. 

5. The Committee may hire a specialized expert or more to seek their opinion if the 
case requires so. 

6. The Committee shall not equate any of the following: 

a. A certificate that is part of a study to obtain an academic degree. 

b. Professional certificate or training courses. 

c. Expertise and practical practices or any miscellaneous studies of any kind. 

d. Specialization and board certificates for medicine, veterinary, and the like, and 
the Ardinatora certificate issued by educational institutions in the countries of the 

former Soviet Union. 

7. The Ministry shall issue the equivalency document signed by the Minister, 
Director of the Directorate, Head of the Department, or their representative. The 
equivalency document shall include the education system adopted, method of 
obtaining the certificate, and type of study, whether regular or unconventional. 

8. The applicant may submit to the Committee an objection to its decision within 
60 days from the date the decision has been communicated. The Committee shall 
decide on the objection within sixty days from the date of its submission. The 
Committee’s decision shall be final. 

9. Notwithstanding the provisions of Clause (8), the Committee may reconsider its 

decision in one of the following cases: 

  



- If it is later revealed that the decision has been made based on invalid documents. 

- If the Committee finds out that its previous decision has been incorrect. 

- If the equivalence applicant produces additional documents the Committee has 
not reviewed and lead to a material change to its previous decision. 

10. Not to approve any university thesis, whether for a second or third university 
degree, that the Committee finds to contain academic plagiarism, whether this 
becomes clear to the Committee on its own or is reported to it. The thesis shall be 
submitted to a specialized academic committee to verify the plagiarism and take 
the necessary action. 

11. Abiding by secondary education branches for students enrolled in community 
colleges according to specializations. 

12. The competent authorities shall, when equating professional certificates, refer 
to the applicable legislations. 

13. Notwithstanding Clause (1) of Article (5), the Committee may consider 
equating the certificates of students holding British secondary education and 
American secondary education certificates and enrolling in educational 
institutions, whose systems allow accepting them. 

14. The GPA for students, who have obtained a diploma from Jordanian 
community colleges and wish to study abroad on the bridging system, shall be 
(75%) for pharmacy, (70%) for engineering, and (60%) for the rest of majors. 

15. If a student completes a certain academic stage and is unable to produce a duly 
certified certificate for equivalency, the student shall produce a document from 
the educational institution proving that the student has successfully completed all 
graduation requirements for the degree. Accordingly, a temporary equivalency 
document shall be issued for a period of one year that is renewable for once, based 
on the Committee’s decision, and it shall be considered void after that. The student 
then shall produce the original duly certified certificate and submit a new 
equivalency application. 

16. The Committee’s decisions shall be taken by the majority of votes of its present 
members, provided not less than two-thirds of the members are present. 

  



11. Abiding by secondary education branches for students enrolled in community 
colleges according to specializations. 

12. The competent authorities shall, when equating professional certificates, refer 
to the applicable legislations. 

13. Notwithstanding Clause (1) of Article (5), the Committee may consider 
equating the certificates of students holding British secondary education and 
American secondary education certificates and enrolling in educational 
institutions, whose systems allow accepting them. 

14. The GPA for students, who have obtained a diploma from Jordanian 
community colleges and wish to study abroad on the bridging system, shall be 

(75%) for pharmacy, (70%) for engineering, and (60%) for the rest of majors. 

15. If a student completes a certain academic stage and is unable to produce a duly 
certified certificate for equivalency, the student shall produce a document from 
the educational institution proving that the student has successfully completed all 
graduation requirements for the degree. Accordingly, a temporary equivalency 
document shall be issued for a period of one year that is renewable for once, based 
on the Committee’s decision, and it shall be considered void after that. The student 
then shall produce the original duly certified certificate and submit a new 

equivalency application. 

16. The Committee’s decisions shall be taken by the majority of votes of its present 
members, provided not less than two-thirds of the members are present. 

Article 15: The Committee shall decide on the cases that have not been addressed 

by these instructions. 

Article 16: These instructions shall apply to the students who will enroll in non-
Jordanian higher education institutions starting from the first term of the academic 

year 2018/2019. 

Article 17: The “Instructions for Recognition of Non-Jordanian Higher Education 
Institutions and Equivalency of their Certificates” No. (1) of 2015 and the 

amendments thereof shall be cancelled. 

Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research 

Prof. Dr. Adel Al-Tweissi 


